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SUBJECT: MAY 24 FEDERAL BYELECTION IN PEI 

1. SUMMARY: LIBERAL CANDIDATE DON WOOD WON THE 
MALPEQUE FEDERAL HOUSE OF COMMONS SEAT BY A MARGIN OF 
123 VOTES IN THE CLOSE-FOUGHT BYELECTION HELD MAY 24 IN 
PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND. THE SEAT HAD BEEN HELD FOR 25 
YEARS BY PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE ANGUS MAC LEAN WHO 
RECENTLY RESIGNED IN ORDER TO ASSUME LEADERSHIP OF THE 
PEI PROGRESSIVE CONSERVATIVE PARTY. BOTH THE LIBERAL 

PC CANDIDATES RECEIVED SUPPORT THROUGH VISITS TO THE 
RIDING BY THEIR NATIONAL PARTY LEADERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. FOOD PROCESSING EXECUTIVE DON WOOD WON HIS SECOND 
ATTEMPT TO TAKE THE MALPEQUE SEAT WITH A VOTE TOTAL OF 
4,656. WOOD HAD TRIED FOR THE SEAT IN 1968 BUT LOST TO 
ANGUS MAC LEAN BY A MARGIN OF 210 VOTES. PROGRESSIVE 
CONSERVATIVE CANDIDATE DR IAN MAC QUARRIE, CHAIRMAN OF 
THE UNIVERSITY OF PEI BIOLOGY DEPT., POLLED 4,533 VOTES, 

123 LESS THAN WOOD. TWO OTHER CANDIDATES ALSO RAN: NEW 
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DEMOCRATIC PARTY'S CHARLES SARK, A BUSINESSMAN AND 
VOCATIONAL TEACHER, AND INDEPENDENT NEIL HARPHAM, AN 
UNEMPLOYED CARPENTER. 

3. MALPEQUE IS A RURAL AREA, HEAVILY DEPENDENT ON 
AGRICULTURE AND FISHING WITH A SPRINKLING OF SMALL 
BUSINESSES OPERATING IN THE VILLAGES THAT DOT THE RIDING 
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THE ELECTION ISSUES WERE PRIMARILY TRADITIONAL BREAD AND 
BUTTER ONES OF EMPLOYMENT, AGRICULTURE, FISHING, AND 
TRANSPORTATION. THERE ARE APPROXIMATELY 14,000 REGISTERED 
VOTERS IN MALPEQUE. 

4. PRIME MINISTER TRUDEAU CAME TO THE RIDING TO CAMPAIGN 
FOR WOOD ON MAY 19. HIS BRIEF SPEECH EMPHASIZED NATIONAL 
UNITY, AN ISSUE WHICH HAD FAILED UNTIL THEN TO EMERGE AS 
A MAJOR TOPIC IN THE CAMPAIGN. THE PROGRESSIVE CONSER- 
VATIVES SENT NATIONAL PC LEADER JOE CLARK (MAY 18-19) AND 
FORMER PRIME MINISTER JOHN DIEFENBAKER (MAY 14-16) TO 
ASSIST CANDIDATE MAC QUARRIE. CLARK PRAISED THE BENEFITS 
OF RURAL AND SMALL TOWN LIFE AND SAID A PC VICTORY WOULD 
LEAD TO A RENEWED EMPHASIS ON RURAL LIFE. 

5. COMMENT: THIS BYELECTION WAS DECIDED BY A SUCH 
SMALL MARGIN OF VOTES THAT IT IS HARD TO ISOLATE ANY ONE 
FACTOR THAT BROUGHT THE LIBERALS THEIR VICTORY. IT IS 
POSSIBLE THAT THE TRUDEAU VISIT, DURING WHICH VOTING 
LIBERAL WAS EQUATED WITH VOTING FOR NATIONAL UNITY, 
INFLUENCED SOME VOTERS. 
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